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remained for several days, and earned three thousand
dollars for his party. There was another five thousand
dollars to be had, but it was already mid-September.

Even so they had delayed too long. At the mouth of the
Steward River, seventy-two miles from Dawson, winter
fell with a thunderous clap of white snow, and they could
go no farther. The four men took possession of an aban-
doned cabin on the bank of the Yukon, cut down spruce trees
for firewood, and dug in for a long siege. Between fifty and
seventy men were caught at Steward, among them a doctor,
a judge, a university professor, an engineer.

There were high hills sloping back from the river,
buttressed by an occasional ridge that had been cleft by the
stream. All around were forests of spruce and a mantle
of snow four feet deep. All men coming over the long trail
had to pass Jack's cabin, and the smoke rising white and
lazily from the chimney was a temptation, for it spoke of
warmth and rest and comfort. To this cabin came Burning
Daylight, Louis Savard, Peacock, Keogh, Pruette, Stevens,
Malemute Kid, Del Bishop; trappers, Indians, Yellow Legs,
chechaquos, seasoned sourdoughs, men from all over the
world who were to gain immortality in Jack London's
gripping tales of Alaska.

Here Jack spent a delightful winter* The company was
congenial and varied; there were plenty of books in camp,
of which Jack had carried over Chilkoot Pass Darwin's
Origin of Species, Spencer's Philosophy of Style, Marx's Capita^
and Milton's Paradise Lost. One old Alaskan prospector
who had been caught in a fierce storm stumbled into camp
half dead, threw open the door of Jack's cabin, and found it
thick with pipe smoke and men all trying to talk at once,
bellowing at each other and waving their arms. The
prospector reports that when he heard what the crowd was
arguing so fiercely, he thought that in his struggles to
escape the storm he had lost his mind. The subject of the
argument? Socialism*

One night W. B. Hargrave, who occupied an adjoining
cabin, listened in on a heated discussion over a Darwinian